PAGE 4 - THE STAR-NEWS - THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2022

Pl

r

VIEWPOINT

We need new ways 0O

BY L. BRYAN WILLIAMS

A terror is welling up within me. As the
snow recedes, the danger of fire rises. Im-
ages of burning homes from wildfires in so
many other places have strangely become
commonplace.

The right lightning and swirling wind
willbringthatdangertoany neighborhood.

Neighborhoods and communities are allat

risk. Our community is at risk.

I so appreciate the firefighters in our
midst. My anxiety is Jessened knowing
that so many of my neighbors are trained
tofire fires. However, the anxiety remains.
To assuage the risk, we allneed tobe a part
of the fight to save our homes.

~ Akey factor in the elevated risk of wild-
fires seems to be climate related. Last June
was so hot in such a weird way. Although
someprefertocall whatishappeningglobal
warming, I prefer global weirding.

Our lack of moisture so far this winter
adds to the weirdness of our regional
weather patterns. How can we all be effec-
tive inshaping thefuturefor thisgeneration
and the next to reduce this threat?

Likeallsocial issues, the environmental

" strugglesarebroadly splitinto conservative

andprogressive tendencies. Conservatives
tend to maintain the successful ways of
the past, even if stale; progressives tend to
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with problems.

Each group tends to view the opposite
as antagonistic and attempts to dominate
the political landscape to impose their re-
spective wills. Lately, that strategy hasn’t

worked very well. We need new ways of

working together or we may die together.

My work focuses on bringing opposing
views together tofunctionas complements
to improve society. My tactic is a new to
some and yet ancient ethic, what I call
Complementary Ethics.

This ethic offers a strategy for the en-
vironment. The ethic draws together our
opposingsocial categoriestofindnew ways
toward environmental success.

Hunter-gatherers over themillennia,an-
cientconservatives drawingontime-proven
knowledge, have harvested the excess re-

sources and animals that may dominate .

anarea. However, withoutrestrictions, this
group decimates and damages a region.

Environmentalists, creative progres-
sives who use modern scientific data
to warn us all, have tended to.exclude
humanity from wilderness areas on the
assumption that most humans will only
destroy an area.

However, without restrictions, this
group spends more money that we have.

f working togethe

“offer new ways, often untested, of dealing
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How about using an older technique than
collecting and revealing data?

Lately, too many of those who come to
our region seem only to want to use if not
abuse our mountains and lakes. We need
to attract a new visitor who reveres the
settings that we offer.

Weneedmore conserving gathererssuch
as our foresters with sound environmental
awareness who respect the resources and
produce of the Jand. We need progressive
environmentalists who recognize thatmost
humans respect theresources and produce
of the land.

We need them both at the table with a
determinationtodo something meaningful
to change the weirdness we are all expe-
riencing. And where can we do this best:
McCall. And what binds us together: our
spiritual love of our surroundings.

Where everyone tends to agree is that
we are in awe of the forests and mountains
around us; we NOW sense the reverence of
the indigenous people toward theland and
its products.

Our wilderness has been transformed
from life threatening hinterlands to
our American cathedrals. Our spiritual
yearning now points in the direction of
the massive fir trees and towering granite

r or we may die together

mountains that ring our communities.

We need to organize those who want to
protect them even if individual methods
maydiffer. We cancometogetherto optimize
our differencesand transform our energies
to make our community better. .

Iwould beg everyonetodo something to
improveour environment. Do anythingthat
makes your surroundings better.

Forthosewhoareable, McCallCollegein-
vites those conservative hunter /gatherers
along with progressive environmentalists
who have a heart for makinwg our region
better to join at a table on Thursday nights
from March to June. The goal will be to
support each other in individual or collec-
tive environmental projects that make our
world better.

The menu will be a course entitled “En-
vironmental Spirituality & Ethics.” Wewill
assess our work by the benefits our citizens
and communities realize in reducing the
terror caused by our weird environment.

While there is much to do in the world,
plenty of work begins right here. For more
information, emailDr. L. Bryan Williamsat
@ammmmgﬁ@zhnomzohvﬁmmm.oH.m or visit Mc-
CallCollege.org and click “Environmental
Spirituality.”

(L. Bryan Williams Ph.D.servesasa

. Bio & Social Ethicistat McCall College.)
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